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 Only in specially selected and protected areas or in funparks! 

 

 Check before jump! 

 

 Try easier and shorter jumps first !!! 

 

 Limit your approach! 

 

 Stay within your physical and mental limits! 

 

 Be sure another person controls the landing area ! 
 

Slopestyle 
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Freeriding 

Der Tiefschneehang sah harmlos aus, 

eh nur 50 Meter lang ... 
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Suddenly, YOU are covered by an avalanche. 

YOU can‘t move – you feel like cast in concrete.  

The snow presses on YOUR chest, YOU can hardly breathe. 

It is cold and dark. 

YOU are alone. 

YOUR chances to survive the next 15 minutes are very small. 

So are the chances that THEY will find you in these 15 minutes. 

It was only 50 meters of powder – now YOU will die! 

There was so much YOU still wanted to do! 
 

Thoughts of a survivor! 

The powderslope looked harmless, 

hardly more than 50 meters long... 
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Only 15 minutes – 

 then your chances to survive sink drastically! 

Consider what has to be done in those 15 minutes: 

 

        Alarm  

the rescue team! They need time  

to reach the place!  

They have to  

find YOU ! 

Now they will start 

digging for YOU ! 

© Wolfgang Oebelsberger 



THE MAGIC 3 

It‘s especially dangerous … 

Beyond Avalanche Warning Level (AWL) 3 

Note: Most accidents happen beyond AWL 3  

AWL 4 + 5 are an absolute NO GO! 

Slope inclination higher than 30° - 

That‘s where the majority of avalanche accidents occure!! 

Watch out if the fresh snow is more than  

 30 centimeters! 
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Further factors that cause avalanches 

Wind 

Wind is the architect of avalanches. It transports 

masses of snow which then accumulates locally;  For 

example, beyond the cornice or in hollows. 

Moisture penetration 

Especially when there are direct sunshine 

and high temperatures; For example: south-facing slopes, in 

spring or after noon. 

 Slopes in the shadow 
Slopes facing from NE to NW; 

Critical construction of snow cover   

or in case of depth hoar! 
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Info 

Avalanche warning services 

in Austria 

Telefon: 

 Kärnten  0463 

 Oberösterreich 4732 
 Salzburg 0662 
 Steiermark 0316 
 Tirol 0512 
 Vorarlberg 05522 
 

ORF: Teletext Seite 615 
 

Internet: www.lawine.at 
 

/ 1588 
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Off piste 

What skiers and snowboarders should mind off the piste: 
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Avalanche transceiver 

It sends and receives signals up to 70 meters, 

but you will have to learn how to use it properly! 

Snow shovel 

It‘s light and almost unbreakable. Without it you will 

never be able to dig out your partner! 

Important equipment 

For skiing off piste 
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Avalanche probe 

it‘s 240 cm long, can be folded and will 

help you to probe and find your partner; 

it‘s also a valuable means in addition to 

the avalanche transciever. 

Airbag 

a light backpack, which opens by pulling a string. It‘s 

meant to keep you on the surface when riding down 

the avalanche. 

Important equipment for skiers off the piste 
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» insignificant« 

» just a mere 10 centimeters« 

» 5m - 30m wide« 

» often only triggered by the third or fifth skier « 

» it‘s deadly !!« 
 

Wanted? 

The typical 

Snowboarder- /Skier- Avalanche 

Special features 
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Skiing in powder-snow  through the forest 

YOU fall. 

YOU are left hanging head over heels under a tree.  

Snow from the tree will cover YOU. 

YOU panic! 

YOU can‘t open your bindings ... 

YOU don‘t believe that YOU will ever be able to open 

your bindings! 
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